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WAS SHE A SWEET SOUTHERN CHARMER . . . OR A COLD-BLOODED KILLER?For their

wedding portrait, petite Pat Taylor and handsome Tom Allanson posed as Rhett and Scarlett. Both

came from fine Southern families, and dreamed of the Tara-like plantation where they would grow

roses, raise horses, and move in the genteel circles of Atlanta society. Less than two months later,

their dream exploded in terror and murder: their beautiful home mysteriously burned to the ground

and Tom was convicted of the brutal slaying of his mother and father.Pat's only brother had died in

a puzzling suicide, her grandparents-in-law were poisoned with arsenic, and no one â€” from her

wealthy employers to her own children â€” was safe when Pat Allanson didn't get her way. It took

Georgia lawmen more than two decades to stop her for good â€” if indeed they have.
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Pat Allenson was undoubtably a sociopath. No two ways about it. From a child she exhibited

demanding, ruthless behavior. Her maternal grandmother adored her and placed Pat's interests and

needs over her own large brood. Pat was indulged to the point of excess.When Pat was 5, her



mother married a career army officer named Clifford Radcliffe. Pat, resentful of having to leave the

charmed life her grandmother gave her and share any part of the limelight with her half-brother,

Kent, was forced to move out of state and move into a new lifestyle.In true sociopathic form, Pat,

like the proverbial rat, could survive just about anywhere. Radcliffe's career took the family to

different countries where they were warmly received. Pat, blessed with physical attractiveness, used

this to charm people into indulging her.Kent, on the other hand was a gentle, mild mannered boy. A

hearing loss in infancy appeared to exacerbate his shyness. He was easily eclipsed and dominated

by his bullying sister. Never able to find peace with himself, he committed suicide in 1966.Pat

married at age 15 and had three children. Like her mother, she married a career officer whose

assignments led to distant travel. Pat's oldest child Susan remembers that when she was 4, Pat

crushed her hand while the family was in the Phillippines. This incident seemed to set the tone for

Susan's future relationship with Pat. She did not want to see Pat when her hand was injured and

this sentiment seemed to remain consistent throughout their lives together.Pat's middle child,

Debbie, appeared to be her mother's daughter. A child bride, Debbie would later embark on a series

of affairs, become involved in prostitution and work with Pat in drugging and robbing elderly

patients.
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